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COCHRANE-FOUNTAIN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 
 

Budget Hearing - 7:00 p.m. in the High School Auditorium 
 
 
I. Call to Order - Board Vice President Larry Cyrus 
 
II. Presentation of Budget and Remarks – District Superintendent – Dr. Jo-Ellen Fairbanks 
 
III. Questions and Discussion 
 
IV. Adjourn 
 
 
Annual Meeting  
 
I. Call to Order – Board Vice President Larry Cyrus 
 
II. Elect Chairperson 
 
III. Reading and Approval of Minutes of Last Annual Meeting 
 
IV. Reading and Approval of Treasurer's Report 
 
V. Old Business 
 
VI. New Business 
 
 A. Authorize tax levy for 2020-2021 school year. 
 

B. Authorize the Board to direct and provide for the prosecution or defense of legal action and 
privileges in which the district has an interest. 

 
C. Authorize the Board to short-term borrow to meet cash flow needs of the district until the next 

annual meeting. 
 
 D. Authorize the Board to change the Annual Meeting date for 2021-2022. 
 
 E. Authorize the payment of expenses for board members in their performances outside   
  normal duties. 
  

F.   Authorize the sale of excess materials and equipment. 
 

G. Authorize the providing of free textbooks, if appropriate. 
 
 



H.   This statement serves as public notice that the School District of Cochrane-Fountain City is 
utilizing Internet Filtering through on site Cisco equipment on all of its computers that are 
capable of accessing the Internet in order to comply with the Federal Children’s Internet 
Protection Act (CIPA) (2000).  Further, the District, by Board Policy has implemented Policy 
363.2, which disallows access to minors of inappropriate matter on the Internet and World 
Wide Web, unauthorized use of chat rooms, e-mail, or unauthorized access, commonly referred 
to as hacking.  The policy also disallows unauthorized disclosure of any personal information 
regarding minors.  This policy was approved by the Board of Education on June 27, 2019.  It is 
included in the Student/Parent Handbook.  Any questions or discussion? 

 
I.   Set salaries for board members for 2020-2021  

President/Vice President  $ 1300 
Clerk     $ 1300 
Treasurer    $ 1300 
Director    $ 1200 

 
J.   Other new business as may legally come before the meeting 

 
VII. Adjourn 
 
** Legal Memo Regarding Budget Hearing – Section 65.90(4) 
 
In common and union high school districts the budget hearing must be held at the time and place of the 
annual meeting (s.65.90[4]). 
 
Section 65.90(4) requires that “any resident or taxpayer of the government unit shall have an opportunity to 
be heard” at the budget hearing.  However, in construing this statute, the Attorney General has held that the 
governing body cannot be compelled to make changes suggested by citizens at the hearing on the proposed 
budget.  The intent of the statute is to provide for an expression of public opinion, but to leave the governing 
body free to act as it determines to be in the public interest.  Accordingly, the electors at the budget hearing 
do not have the power to amend the budget as proposed nor to approve or disapprove such budget. 
 
After the budget hearing and annual meeting, and on or before November 1 (s.120.12 (3) the school board 
should make alterations in the proposed budget as are appropriate (if any) and adopt a resolution approving a 
final budget.  During the period between July 1 (the beginning of school year) and the school board’s adoption 
of a final budget, the school board may spend money from available funds as needed to meet the immediate 
expenses of operating and maintaining the public instruction of the school district.  Temporary borrowing for 
this purpose is specifically authorized by statutes (s.67.12 (8) (a) 2). 
 
The annual meeting has the power to consider and vote a tax for the purpose set forth in s.120.10.  The 
Attorney General has held that the school board has the ultimate authority to determine the property tax levy 
for the operation and maintenance of the schools.  If the annual meeting does not vote a tax sufficient to 
operate and maintain the schools for the ensuing year, the school board has a statutory duty to determine and 
levy the amount of tax necessary for such purposes on or before November 1.  The school board may lower 
the tax if it determines that the annual meeting has voted a tax greater than that needed to operate the 
schools (s. 120.12 [3]). 



Cochrane – Fountain City School District                                                                           
Annual Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2019 

Board President Karen Knospe called the Budget Hearing to order on Monday, October 21, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m. in the High School Library.   

Superintendent Michele Butler presented budget information for the 2019-2020 school year.  Ms. 
Butler’s presentation included slides on how the budget is built including tax rates, revenue limit, tax 
levy, equalized value, enrollment, equalized aid, revenues and expenses. The presentation included the 
proposed budget figures as well as actual budget information from the previous three years. The 
PowerPoint is available on the school web site.  Questions were answered at the end of the 
presentation.   

Larry Cyrus made a motion to adjourn the Budget Hearing at 7:46 pm. The motion was seconded by 
Steve Stoppelmoor and carried. 

 

Board President Karen Knospe called the Annual Meeting to order at 7:48 p.m. 

Karen Knospe opened the floor for nominations for chairperson over the annual meeting.  Larry Cyrus 
nominated Karen Knospe, no other nominations were made.  Rita Greshik seconded the motion.   
Motion carried. 

Kalene Engel made a motion to waive the reading of and approve the Minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting, seconded by Lynn Doelle.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Kalene Engel to waive the reading of and approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
seconded by Bonnie Breza.  Motion carried. 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no old business to conduct. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A motion was made by Lynn Doelle, seconded by Areny Bork, to authorize the tax levy for 2019-2020. 
Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Kalene Engel, seconded by Rita Greshik, to authorize the Board to direct and 
provide for the prosecution or defense of legal action and privileges in which the district has an interest. 
Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Larry Cyrus, seconded by Bonnie Breza, to authorize the Board to short-term 
borrow to meet cash flow needs until the next annual meeting.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Howard Misch, seconded by Dave Brommerich, to authorize the Board to change 
the Annual Meeting date for 2020-2021.  Motion carried. 



A motion was made by Don Baloun, seconded by Tom George, to authorize the payment of expenses for 
board members in their performances outside normal duties.  Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Kalene Engel, seconded by Rita Greshik, to authorize the sale of excess materials 
and equipment within policy. Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Rita Greshik, seconded by Lynn Doelle to authorize the providing of free 
textbooks, if appropriate.  Motion carried. 

Karen Knospe read the Children’s Internet Protection Act statement to maintain compliance with the 
Federal Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). 

A motion was made by Don Baloun, seconded by Howard Misch, to set the School Board member’s 
salaries for 2019-2020 as listed below. Motion carried. 

President/Vice President $1300 
Clerk $1300 
Treasurer $1300 
Director $1200 

 

There was no other new business discussed at the annual meeting. 

A motion was made by Rita Greshik, seconded by Kalene Engel to adjourn the Annual Meeting at 7:58 
p.m.  Motion carried. 
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COCHRANE-FOUNTAIN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
                                     BREAKDOWN OF LOCAL LEVY FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL BUDGET

EQUALIZED EQUALIZED PERCENT OPERATIONAL
MUNICIPALITIES VALUATION VALUATION TAX LOAD LEVY

2019 2020 2020-2021 2020-2021

Village - Cochrane 26,911,000              26,393,600          6.102320759 240,204.74
Town - Belvidere 51,927,339              52,587,927          12.158568690 478,595.92
Town - Buffalo 75,544,200              77,975,900          18.028383898 709,648.57
Town - Cross 42,288,195              41,978,637          9.705652430 382,042.14
Town - Lincoln 403,377                   452,459               0.104610585 4,117.77
Town - Milton 58,346,900              59,062,800          13.655588874 537,522.90
Town - Montana 4,580,611                4,583,109            1.059635714 41,710.28
Town - Waumandee 30,412,449              30,130,042          6.966203199 274,209.61
City - Alma 85,875                     88,941                 0.020563565 809.44
City - Buffalo City 77,807,200              80,870,200          18.697559265 735,989.22
City - Fountain City 55,570,500              58,393,800          13.500913021 531,434.41
TOTALS 423,877,646 432,517,415 100% 3,936,285.00

                           TAX COMPARISON

SCHOOL YEAR   TAX YEAR EQUALIZED VALUE SCHOOL TAX MILL RATE POSTPONED TAX
1998-99                  1998 155,536,493 1,927,718 12.39 762,377.38
1999-00                  1999 173,049,625 1,832,500 10.59 720,707.32
2000-01                  2000 191,310,631 1,981,139 10.36 786,465.79
2001-02                  2001 214,101,639 2,071,227 9.67 800,416.37
2002-03                  2002 224,464,907 2,215,334 9.86 850,132.94
2003-04                  2003 241,095,604 2,343,441 9.72 894,851.99
2004-05                  2004 249,539,394 2,572,400 10.31 989,514.76
2005-06                  2005 283,568,812 2,252,588 7.94 865,004.46
2006-07                  2006 301,987,992 2,506,567 8.30 970,126.00
2007-08                  2007 328,120,397 2,836,077 8.64 1,099,614.54
2008-09                  2008 347,815,719 2,945,640 8.47 1,179,145.77
2009-10                  2009 354,640,223 3,365,203 9.49 1,376,839.10
2010-11                  2010 353,945,304 3,337,807 9.43 1,350,017.67
2011-12                  2011 349,919,658 3,337,110 9.53 1,330,195.29
2012-13                  2012 339,599,103 3,337,353 9.82 1,297,780.57
2013-14                  2013 344,822,015 3,384,180 9.81 1,296,126.84
2014-15                  2014 352,735,345 3,457,120 9.80 1,310,568.63
2015-16                  2015 375,114,478 3,498,934 9.33 1,351,368.03
2016-17                  2016 386,785,792 3,631,768 9.39 1,387,059.60
2017-18                  2017 400,464,695 3,601,180 8.99 1,345,703.89
2018-19                  2018 413,553,742 3,689,918 9.13 1,395,751.96
2019-20                  2019 423,877,646 4,093,855 9.65 1,550,876.53
2020-21                  2020 432,517,415 3,936,285 9.10 (4)
2021-22                  2021 (1) (2) (3)

(1) Set by DOR and DPI in October 2021 (3) Determined by  Equalized Valuation as set in #1
(2)  School tax set in October 2021 (4) Unknown until 2020 taxes are paid in 2021
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